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"H'm, these days Saionji is quite independent and rarely consults me
regarding party policies. I'd better get him over and persuade him to
pacify the Seiyukai members."
Ito called Saionji on the telephone.
"He is at the Seiyukai headquarters. He sounds very much disturbed.
He will come later, though."
Inouye picked up the note again and studied it. Yamagata had looked
it over during Ito's telephone call and now said dejectedly:
"H'm, we can't get a penny out of the Russian Government after
this tremendous spending. The Port Arthur section was in our hands
ten years ago so that is not a new gain. So was Saghalien Island orig-
inally ours until 1875 when Russia forced us to exchange it for the
uninhabitable Kuril Islands; and this time we get only the southern
half of it."
Ito, too, was downcast. "The sole material gain is the South Man-
churian railroad with its railway zone south of Changchun. Is it not
ironical that after we risked our national life by spending one billion,
five hundred million yen and causing nearly two hundred thousand
casualties our accomplishment is tantamount to the recovery of Man-
churia for the Chinese? But at last we'll get Korea as our protectorate."
"Our spoils of war are much less than they were ten years ago. What
I would like to know," Field Marshal Yamagata said, banging his fist
on the table, "when will we get Manchuria? Say, Ito," dropping his
voice he went on, "do you think there is some truth in the rumors
that Russia and China signed a secret treaty against us—?"
Ito's eyes spoke in agreement, "I heard it, too. But how can we
prove it? We'd better not talk about it now.'*
There was only silence.
"Why didn't President Roosevelt ask for all of Saghalien Island?"
said Inouye after a while.
"He was a mediator and he has done much for us." Ito picked his
cigar to pieces.
"Where is Katsura? Why doesn't he show up and pay us his re-
spects? We are primarily anxious to save his face." Field Marshal Yama-
gata's voice rasped the air.
"He's hiding somewhere; maybe at his mistress7 home. He is afraid
to show up. The public tension is so high. You see, that Toyama group
was a great factor in modelling and maintaining public spirit for the
war. Now they are furious. If Toyama finds out that we accepted

